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What is CSISS?

• The Center for Spatially Integrated Social 
Science
– To integrate spatial concepts into the theories and practices of the social 

sciences by providing infrastructure to facilitate: (1) the integration of 
existing spatial knowledge, making it more explicit, and (2) the
generation of new spatial knowledge and understanding.

Workshops Learning resources
Best practices Spatial analytic tools
Specialist meetings Search engines

www.csiss.org



CSSAST
the CSISS Social Science Archive Search Tool

• A place-based search tool to extract 
social science datasets from distributed 
archives.
– Look for data based on a location
– In prototype phase
– Resolution of country

















Some of the problems

• Limited access to archives
• Limited metadata
• Limited access to datasets

• Minimal spatial elements
• No established vocabulary

• Everyone describes things differently



Spatial elements

• Extent
– What is the total area covered by the 

study?
• Resolution

– What is the smallest thing that I can see?





We all define a location 
differently

• United States of America
• United States
• America
• USA
• US
• EEUU





Resolution

• Limited access to archives
– Increasing awareness of data use

• Spatial descriptions
– Spatial elements in the DDI

• No established vocabulary
– Emphasis on the need to define source data



Thank you
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