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(Rubin and Chang, 2003, Health Economics). Dr. Mobley specializesin industrial organization
of health care markets, spatial modeling, spatial economics, geographic information systems
(GIS), and cartographic modeling. Dr. Mobley began her career as a sculptor, became interested
in economics, earned her Ph.D. in economics from UCSB in 1990, spent ten years in academia
where she developed interest and expertise in GIS and spatial modeling, and left a tenured
position at Oakland University to join RTI in July 2001. Her work at RTI hasincluded
development of a market selection methodology for Medicare fee-for-service reform initiatives,
with a supporting database and GI'S platform for cartographic modeling. In her first GIS work
for the CDC, she conducted geographic analysis of HIV/AIDS prevention services. Her current
work for the CDC employs spatial clustering and spatial regression analyses to examine
behavioral, economic, and environmental risk factors associated with coronary heart diseasein
women. In other CDC work, Dr. Mobley isleading the effort to promulgate GIS Science
priorities for comprehensive cancer control, in joint work with NCGIA at UC Santa Barbara. In
other work for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), as part of an evaluation
of the Medicare PPO demonstration, Mobley uses spatial modeling and analysis to assess
participation response by PPOs and constituent response by the elderly, and to guide decisions
about sampling units for survey response data collection. In other ongoing CMS work, Mobley
has mapped spatial clustersin the main reasons given for disenrollment from Medicare M+C
plans, isin the process of mapping other survey-based CM S data, and is using spatial models to
explain recent rising trends in hospital admissions for ambulatory-care-sensitive conditions. Dr.

Mobley’s areas of research interest include: spatially-enabled analysis of variations in treatment
effectiveness, regional quality variation, variation in outcomes and access, combined behavioral
and geo-demographic risk assessment in understanding the incidence and prevalence of disease,
correction for spatial multiplier bias, and examining the potential for spatial regressionin
hierarchical disease modeling. Mobley’s published works employ GIS and spatial modeling in
several areas. analysis of spatial decision support systems, spatial regression analysis of hospital
interaction in pricing, analysis of access to health care, analysis of the impact of managed care
on distance traveled, and analysis of managed care plan location decisions. A forthcoming paper
examining clustering in cardiac disease risk factors in women will appear in the American
Journal of Preventive Medicine, in Fall 2003. Another forthcoming paper examines the
independent effect of contextual factors on behaviors contributing to coronary heart diseasein
women. Other publicationsinclude analysis of hospital failure, antitrust analysisin hospital
markets, assessment of competition and managed care penetration on hospital staffing decisions,
hospital acquisitions, and other hospital behaviors.
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