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Potential of Participatory Approaches

• Center for the Support of Native Lands.
– Ethnocartography

• Public Participation GIS (PPGIS).
• Integrated Approaches to  Participatory 

Development (IAPAD).
• The Other Side of Paradise: Tourism, 

Conservation, and Development in the Bay 
Islands.
– Political ecology of environmental health risks 

stemming from the decline in the quality and quantity 
of potable and sea water.





The Center for the Support of Native 
Lands: Central America Map Update

<http://www.nativelands.org



Indigenous Landscapes: A Study 
in Ethnocartography

• In 2001, Native 
lands published 
this detailed case 
study / manual of 
the participatory 
mapping it jointly 
organized in 
Honduras, 
Panama, and 
Bolivia since 1992.



Public Participation GIS (PPGIS)



Public Participation GIS 
(PPGIS)

• PPGIS refers to a 
range of topics raised 
by the intersection of 
community interests 
and GIS technology.

• Goal to empower 
citizens and 
communities.

• In large part a critique 
of “traditional” GIS.





IAPAD: Mission, Vision, 
Goals

• Vision
– Integrated conservation and development interventions focused on

genuine people’s participation.
• Mission

– Dedicated to assuring grassroots’ participation in the project cycle 
(design, appraisal, implementation, monitoring and evaluation).

– Committed to facilitating the interaction of less favored groups of 
society with local government, institutional, and donor agencies.

• Goals
– Promote the diffusion of Participatory 3-D Modeling (P3-DM) and 

PPGIS as best practice for merging people’s knowledge and 
traditional spatial information.

– To become an international meeting point for practitioners in 
community mapping and PPGIS.



IAPAD: Participatory Mapping



Political Ecology of Environmental 
Health Related to Water Borne Diseases

• GIS of environmental 
parameters (USAID)

• Household surveys
• Ethnography of water use
• Water testing
• Medical records
• Local level mapping 

household surveys, water 
quality, diagnostic records

• MISSING: Perceptions of 
environmental health risks
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