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Capitalism is the first and only historical social system that has become truly global in scale and scope. 
Mapping this transformation over time is a particularly challenging task. I have no disagreement with 
Christopher Chase Dunn’s and Thomas Hall’s contention that the world capitalist system–like other 
world-systems–can be described by means of four kinds of social interaction networks, each operating 
at a different spatial scale: bulk goods networks at the smallest scale, prestige goods and information 
networks at the largest scale, and political-military networks at an intermediate scale (1997: 52-55). 
This is a useful and illuminating proposition, and there can be little doubt that a mapping of these 
networks over time for the world capitalist system would provide compelling evidence of its peculiar 
expansionary character in comparison with all other world systems. 


